nature and nurture in early child development For developmental scientists, the nature versus nurture debate has been settled for some time. Neither nature nor nurture alone provides the answer. It is nature and nurture in concert that shape developmental pathways and outcomes, from health to behavior to competence. This insight has moved far beyond the assertion that both nature and nurture matter, progressing into the fascinating terrain of how they interact over the course of development. In this book, students, practitioners, policy analysts, and others with a serious interest in human development will learn what is transpiring in this new paradigm from the developmental scientists working at the cutting edge, from neural mechanisms to population studies, and from basic laboratory science to clinical and community interventions. Early childhood development is the critical focus of this book, because many of the important nature-nurture interactions occur then, with significant influences on lifelong developmental trajectories.
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Nature and nurture in early child development / edited by Daniel P. Keating. p. cm. Includes bibliographical references and index. . He studies the biological and behavioral co-regulatory determinants of behavior and has applied these concepts to the development of a primary educational prevention program for shaken baby syndrome (abusive head trauma) and infant abuse called the Period of PURPLE Crying in collaboration with the National Center on Shaken Baby Syndrome. rossana bisceglia is a doctoral candidate in the Developmental Psychology and Education program at the University of Toronto. Her research interests include understanding the complex processes that contribute to psychopathology in children and adolescents. Her dissertation focuses on the developmental processes that influence mothers' sensitive responding to their infants. The thesis will also examine the relationship between maternal sensitivity and the vasopressin V1a receptor (AVPR1A) gene, and how this gene operates in conjunction with environmental influences in influencing mothers' sensitivity. Behavior. An international leader in the field of developmental cognitive neuroscience, he has achieved numerous breakthroughs in scientific understanding of brain and behavioral development during infancy and childhood. He has a particular interest in how early experience influences the course of development and in this context has studied both typically developing children and children at risk for neurodevelopmental disorders. The untiring efforts of many people were needed to take on the technical and logistical challenges of bringing this innovative forum together, but special thanks are owed to Jane Bertrand, Dona Matthews, and Anita Zijdemans.
One consequence of this decision, embraced by the contributors, was a conscientious effort to make the material accessible to a broad audience and to engage in dialogue with the other contributors and the larger group of participants, both in person and online. The dialogue was recorded on DVD, * and both the conference papers and the multimedia production were subsequently utilized in an educational project for early childcare students carried out by Red River College in Manitoba, Canada, under the able leadership of Janet Jamieson. Contributors were very generous with their time in supplementing and clarifying this curriculum, which has been used successfully in Canada and elsewhere. The team at OISE/UT supported these and other efforts to make educational use of the Millennium Dialogue, and that support is gratefully acknowledged, especially as it was manifested in the funding of the Atkinson Centre for Society and Child Development, which was created to enhance the work of an endowed Atkinson Chair in this field.
Recently, additional funding was made available through the University of Toronto, thanks to the efforts of two recent Chairs of the Department of Human Development and Applied Psychology at OISE/UT, Janet Wilde Astington and Esther Geva. This funding enabled us to return to the contributors with an invitation to do a thorough revision and updating of their original conference papers, and supporting them as they did so, to bring this knowledge to a broader audience. Again, all the contributors agreed, and the chapters in this book, which originated in the Millennium Dialogue of 2001, retain their original spirit but are completely revised to make the book fully up-to-date.
Over the intervening period, some contributors requested permission to use part of their efforts in other publications, and limited copyright permission to do so was granted by the University of Toronto. Some parts of the original conference paper by Charles A. Nelson III appeared in Promoting Positive Child, Adolescent, and Family Development: Handbook of Program and Policy Interventions (R. M. Lerner, F. Jacobs, and D. Wetlieb (eds.), Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications), and a reciprocal permission from the editor of that book for the substantially revised Chapter 2 is appreciated. Similarly, a version of the original conference paper presented at the
